Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.137; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
In the title compound, [Ni(HCOO) 2 (C 7 H 8 N 2 O) 2 ], the Ni atom is six-coordinated by four N atoms from two oxime ligands and by two O atoms from two formate ions in a distorted octahedral geometry, with the oxime-N atoms mutually trans. The molecular conformation is stabilized by intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For uses of oximes, see: Davidson et al. (2007) ; Pavlishchuk et al. (2003) and of 2-pyridyl oximes, see: Chaudhuri (2003) ; Milios et al. (2006) . For a related structure, see: Zuo et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(CHO 2 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0.807, T max = 0.887 9294 measured reflections 3171 independent reflections 2209 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.077 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
chemistry (Chaudhuri, 2003; Milios et al., 2006) . We report here the synthesis and structure of the title compound.
The complex (Fig. 1 ) crystallizes in monoclinic space group P2 1 /c. The central Ni atom is six coordinated by four N atoms from the oxime ligands and two O atoms from the formate ions in a distorted octahedral geometry. The N1 and N3 atoms of methyl 2-pyridylketone oxime occupy the axial sites. The N2, N4 and O3, O5 are in the equatorial plane. The six coordinated molecule is the cis-cis-trans isomer considering the positions of the coordinated formyl groups, pyridyl and oxime nitrogen atoms, respectively (Zuo et al., 2007) . The Ni-N bond distances in the compound are in the range of 2.075 (3)-2.107 (3) Å which is longer than the Ni-O distances (2.049 (3)-2.070 (3) Å). The molecular conformation is stabilized by intramolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) . 
